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FADE | N:
| NT. CHURCH - DAY

A CUP OF WNE touches TIFFANY' S lips, followed by a snmall
Pl ECE OF BREAD.

M NI STER
Praise be to the Divine Authority.

CONGREGATI ON
Praise be to the Divine Authority.

Tiffany averts her eyes from THE M N STER as she PROSTRATES
HERSELF on a PRAYER MAT before the ALTAR

I NT. CAR - DAY

Tiffany sits in the passenger seat as DAN (30's) drives them
home. She steals a glance in the rear view at their
daughter, ALI (12), in the backseat.

Ali dream |y holds a TOY SPACESH P to the wi ndow as the
wor |l d outside races by.

EXT. CAR - DAY

The car travels down the road as A DI SEMBODI ED VO CE ECHCES
in the open air.

DI SEMBODI ED VO CE (O S.)
May the Divine Authority reward you
wi th bl essings...

THE CHURCH OF THE UN TED PROPHETS fades into the distance
behi nd them The CROSS- CRESCENT- STAR nounted on the steeple
donm nates the horizon

| NT. HOME - DI NI NG ROOM - DAY

The small famly sites at the dinner table: Dan at the head,
Tiffany opposite him Ali between.

Wth a nod fromDan, they all bow their heads in PRAYER As
Dan speaks, Tiffany steals another glance at Ali, careful to
avoi d getting caught just as the prayer ends.

DAN
Divine Authority, we thank you for
t he opportunity you have granted
us, your hunble servants, to serve
you with our every breath. Subhaana
Kal -1 ah hum ma wabi handi ka

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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DAN (cont’ d)
wat ha- baara kasnuka wat ha’ aal a
| ad-duka wal aa il aaha ghayruk. In
Your nane we pray, Bismllaah
hi r - Rahmaa ni r- Raheem Anen.

They all open their eyes and begin their neal.

DAN
(to Ali)
Are you excited about next week?

Al'i SHRUGS.

DAN
It’s an inportant day, Ali. You'l
be a woman, accountable in the eyes
of the Divine Authority.

Ali 1 ooks down at her plate, visibly unconfortable. Tiffany
notices Dan’s growi ng concern and tries to diffuse the
si tuation:

TI FFANY
Oh, Dan! You nust admt it would be
nice if she could just be our
little girl for alittle while
| onger ?

DAN
Be that as it may, it isn't our
pl ace to deci de.

Tl FFANY
| know, but what’'s the harmin
wondering -

DAN

Wondering is for children. And with
the Divine Authority’s help, we can
do all things, including
controlling our desire to wonder
about things beyond our control.

(to Al'T)
O the desire to remain a child
f orever.

Tiffany offers Ali a weak smile. The famly resunes eating,
finishing their neal in silence.



I NT. LI'VING ROOM - NI GHT

Dan, Ali, and Tiffany sit on the couch. The |light of the
TELEVI SI ON dances across their faces.

THE JUDGE (O S.)
For the transgression of blaspheny,
you have been sentenced to death.
WIIl you repent before you are
executed to save your soul ?

THE ACCUSED (O S.)
Soul ? What woul d you know about a
soul? This isn't justice! This is a
nmockery! This is insane!l

DAN
The infidels always seemto say the
sane thing, don't they?

Ali snuggles into her nother’s shoul der, clearly disturbed.
Tiffany conforts her daughter

THE JUDGE (O S.)
You have chosen not to repent.

The roomis filled with the sounds of VWH RRI NG MACHI NES and
PAI NED SCREANS.

Ali hurries fromthe room Dan turns down the sound, but he
doesn't turn the tel evision off.

DAN
Alil

TI FFANY
Let her go, Dan.

DAN
These broadcasts are mandatory.

TI FFANY
What are you going to do? Report
your own daughter?

Dan doesn’t respond.
TI FFANY

They give her nightmares! She’s
just a child!

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

DAN
Achild that will soon be an adult.
W can’t shelter her fromthe rea

wor | d.
TI FFANY
s that where we live? "The rea
worl d' ?
DAN
What is that supposed to nmean?
Tl FFANY
(1 eavi ng)

Goodni ght, Dan.

DAN
But the broadcast hasn’'t ended.

Tiffany | eaves the room Dan turns up the sound as the
SCREAM NG finally ends. He nouths the foll ow ng words al ong
wi th The Judge.
THE JUDGE (O S.)

May the Divine Authority have nercy

on your immortal soul.
I NT. HOVE - DI NI NG ROOM - MORNI NG
Tiffany and Ali have breakfast together at the table.

Dan appears dressed for work, kisses Ali on the head and
then | ocks eyes with Tiffany, who stands to see himoff.

After an awkward nonent, Dan gives her a peck on the cheek
and | eaves.

Tiffany stares at the closed door for a nmonment, finally
snappi ng out of it when Ali taps her on the shoul der.

She turns to see Ali standing with her backpack on.
TI FFANY
No school today, sweetheart. Monmy
has ot her pl ans.
EXT. CAR - DAY

Tiffany’s Car drives toward a wooded area. A DI SEVMBODI ED
VO CE preaches via | oudspeaker, echoing.

( CONTI NUED)
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DI SEMBODI ED VA CE
Bl essed be the Divine Martyr, who
did spill his own blood for the
sal vati on of man..

I NT. CAR - DAY

Tiffany drives, while Ali sits with her TOY SPACESH P i n her
| ap, too preoccupied with where they are going to play.

DAN (V. O
Forgive ne father, for | have
sinned. It’s been three days since
my |ast confession. My wife,
father... I'’mafraid she may be
| osi ng her way.

M NI STER (V. O
Then perhaps she should be here, ny
son, and not you.

| NT. CONFESSI ONAL - DAY

Dan sits on one side of the screen, the mnister on the
ot her .

DAN
Be that as it may, father, | can't
just sit idly by and do not hing.

M NI STER
Do you fear that she will |ead you

astray as well?

DAN
|’mnot afraid for ny soul, father.
|"mafraid for the soul of ny

daught er.

M NI STER
H s nercy extends to those who fear
H m

DAN

| do fear Hm Father. | do. | work
out my own salvation daily with
fear and trenbling.

M NI STER

But your wife... she doesn't fear
the Divine Authority?

( CONTI NUED)
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DAN
| don’t know.

M NI STER
It is your responsibility as the
spiritual head of the household to
teach your famly to fear the
Divine Authority. The harder the
| esson is to learn, the nore we
suffer during the process. But we
only suffer if we resist, and those
anong us who are strong nust
shepherd t he weak.

(beat)

Are you strong, ny son? Strong
enough to teach your famly that
| esson?

Dan ponders his answer.
EXT. PARK - DAY

Tiffany | eads her daughter through the woods. They energe by
a runni ng brook.

Tiffany notions for Ali to sit on a |arge rock. Mther and
daught er absorb the sights and sounds, together.

Tl FFANY
My grandfat her took nme here when
was your age.

An image of Tiffany' s GRANDFATHER fl ashes in her mnd. The
i mage i s acconpanies by a calm settling PEACE

ALl
Fat her said to never speak of
him..

Tiffany’'s cal mfades as another image flits across her mnd,
t hat of her grandfather dying a VI OLENT DEATH

TI FFANY
Your father says many things.

AL
What are we doi ng here, Monf

Tiffany speaks, but it’s not in response to Ali’s question.

She speaks to the world around her.

( CONTI NUED)
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Tl FFANY
Wen | was a child, | talked |ike a
child, I thought like a child,
reasoned |like a child.

TI FFANY
When | becane a nman, | put the ways
of chil dhood behind ne.

ALI
First Corinthians, chapter
thirteen, verse el even

TI FFANY
W take you out of the wonb as a
baby, so that you may grow up and
recei ve strength.

AL
The Holy Quran, verse twenty-two,
five.

TI FFANY

Good. You know where the words cone
from But what do they nean?

Al'i considers. Tiffany turns to Ali, crouches down so they
are eye to eye.

TI FFANY
The Cerenony that the church
celebrates is neant to wel cone
children into adul t hood. But
adul t hood was never nmeant to be an
end to learning, an end to the
childlike wonder that makes life...
life...that nmakes us hunan

ALl
Mom..Ils this...blaspheny?

Ti ffany shakes her head.

TI FFANY
This is honesty. You re about to
enter a tinme in your life where
they will expect you to do what
they tell you to do. They' Il expect
you to listen to their words, Ali
but what you have to understand is
that to themthey are only words.
Only tools they use to control us.

( CONTI NUED)
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ALl
Mom you're scaring ne.

TI FFANY
| ” m savi ng you.

Tiffany takes a seat beside her daughter and they stare out
at the running water, together. Tiffany takes her daughter’s
hand.

I NT. HOVE - DI NI NG ROOM - EVEN NG
Tiffany and Ali enter, holding hands, smling.

Their smles fade when they notice Dan sitting silent at the
di nner table, his face in shadow.

DAN
Were were you?

TI FFANY
| thought it would be nice if we
spent the day together. Just the
two of us.

Dan nods resolutely to hinself. Tiffany instantly senses
that something is wong.

TI FFANY
Ali, go to your room sweetheart.

DAN
No. Stay.

Dan stands. H s BELT hangs | oose in his hand.

DAN
Did you spend the days filling our
daughter’s head wi th nonsense,
| eadi ng her fromthe path?

TI FFANY
Dan, honey, what are you-

DAN
"Sonme before you did ask such
guestions, and on that account,
lost their faith.”

TI FFANY
Dan, pl ease-

Dan stal ks toward Tiffany.

( CONTI NUED)
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DAN
"Do not be deceived. The D vine
Aut hority is not nocked, for
what ever one sows, that will she
al so reap."”

Tl FFANY
Don't do thisl!

DAN
Don't make me do this!

They face of f agai nst one another. The entire roomis a
powder keg, ready to expl ode.

DAN

Tell her that you were wong.
Tl FFANY

| won’t. |’ m not.

Dan proceeds to BEAT his wife into subm ssion with his belt.
Their daughter watches in horror, unable to | ook away.

Tiffany crunples to the floor. She lies there, battered and
weepi ng.

Dan stal ks away.

Ali stands by herself, torn.

I NT. HOVE - DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

The famly sits in silence. Ali |ooks fromone parent to
another as they stare their plates, refusing both eye
contact and conversati on.

Dan fini shes, stands, and | eaves. Soon Ali |eaves as well,
| eaving Tiffany alone at the table. She weeps, silently.

| NT. PARENT’ S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Tiffany lies in the dark, staring at the ceiling. Dan sl eeps
restlessly at her side.

She gl ances at the alarmclock. 3:19am
She breathes in, out, in, out, in... holds it.

She’ s made up her m nd.



10.

| NT. ALI’S BEDROOM - NI GHT
Ti ffany shakes Ali from sl eep.

ALI
Mon? WWhat -

TI FFANY
CGet dressed. We're | eaving.

EXT. DRI VEWAY - NI GHT
Tiffany and Ali clinb in the car and drive away.

We hear the DI SEMBODI ED VO CE once again speak to the open
air.

DI SEMBODI ED VO CE
Let us give thanks to The Saviors,
who did ascend fromthe fires of
war to | ead man back to the path of
peace.

EXT. ROAD - N GHT

Tiffany drives into the night, her abject terror barely
hi dden fromthe young girl beside her.

ALl
Mon? Where are we goi ng?

TI FFANY
There are others like us, Ali.
O hers who openly question the way
things are. W’Il| be safe-

A pair of HEADLIGHTS flash their high beans in her rear view
mrror.

TI FFANY
No.

The car behind them gets closer, closer.

Tl FFANY
No, no, no!

She turns her eyes to the road in front of her just in tinme
to see a car in the other | ane swerving toward them

She JERKS the wheel in the other direction and SLAMS on the
br akes.

Tiffany and Ali sit there dazed, breathing hard.

( CONTI NUED)
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TI FFANY
Are you okay-

The car door swings open and Tiffany is pulled fromthe car.
Tiffany and Ali both SCREAM
EXT. ROAD - NI GHT

A PAIR OF MEN wearing stark white clothing, ENFORCERS, grab
Tiffany by either arm On each man’s armis a band beari ng
t he CROSS- CRESCENT- STAR synbol of the church. Their
novenents are stiff, robotic, inhuman?

Ali clinmbs out of the car, unsure what to do.

An enforcer PUNCHES Tiffany's tenple, stunning her and
sendi ng her to the ground.

ALl
Moy !

Dan energes fromthe darkness, standing with the mnister.

M NI STER
s this the one who has
transgressed?

DAN
Yes. She’ s gone astray.
(beat)
She intends to take ny child with

her .
The m nister produces a HANDGUN, extends it toward Dan.

DAN
| don’t understand..

M NI STER
She nust be puni shed.

DAN
O course, father. But | thought-

M NI STER
You t hought what, ny son? That your
burden was soneone el se’s to bear?
| amnmerely here to bear witness.

DAN
But I can’'t possibly-

( CONTI NUED)
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M NI STER
Al'l things are possible with the
Di vine Authority.

The m nister crosses hinself, then touches his forehead, the
gesture an approxi mati on of the church’s holy synbol.

Dan takes the gun, |ooks at Ali.

DAN
Honey, go back to the car.

M NI STER
No. She nust stay. She, too, nust
bear w tness.

DAN
But she’s just a child-

TI FFANY
(dazed)
Dan, you know this is wong.

DAN
This is your fault. You ve forced
my hand. Destroyed our famly.
(trains gun on her)
"What ever one sows, that will she
al so reap.”

TI FFANY
"Judge not, |est ye be judged..."

DAN
No nore words.

TI FFANY
My grandf at her -

DAN
| told you never to speak of him

TI FFANY
Before they killed him he told ne
the truth.

M NI STER' S POV: A flickering electronic display of Tiffany
on the ground. The POV of a android

TI FFANY
They didn't save us from ourselves
by unifying our faiths - they're
the ones we were fighting! And we
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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TI FFANY (cont’ d)
were winning, until they realized
that it was easier to use our
words, our faith, to control us..

THE M NI STER
This is blasphenous tal k.

Tiffany points accusingly at The M nister, shouting:

TI FFANY
Worshi p NOT fal se idols!

DAN
| won’t let you turn this around.
"W nust all appear before the
judgnent...so that each one may
receive what is due”

Ti ffany bows her head, resigned, then she raises it to | ook
at her daughter.

Tl FFANY
"Do not be conforned to this
world..."

DAN
St op.

Tl FFANY

"...but be transforned by the
renewal of your mnd,"

DAN
Stop it!

TI FFANY
"...that by testing you may discern
for yourself -"

DAN
SHUT THE FUCK UP!

Dan SHOOTS her.
| NT. HOVE - MORNI NG

Dan | eads Ali through the front door, both hollow shells of
t hensel ves.

He retrieves two PRAYER MATS fromthe famly room and | ays

out each mat facing the norning sun, then settles to his
knees on his own mat.

( CONTI NUED)
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He turns to face his daughter. They exchange a | ook, then
Al'i takes her place on the mat beside her father’s.

Toget her, father and daughter prostrate thensel ves and
murmur in prayer.

| NSERT: The road. A splatter of blood and brain matter on
the asphalt. Tiffany's car is still where it was.

| NSERT: Inside Tiffany’s car. ALI'S TOY SPACESHI P | ay
di scarded on the passenger seat.

Ali’s head on the mat, she turns slightly and opens her
eyes.

CUT TO BLACK



