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FADE | N:

I NT. ELLIE S APARTMENT - NI GHT

ELLI E ROSSDALE (early 30's) is paying bills online as she
speaks into a Bl uetooth headset.

ELLI E
C non, Karl. Just this once.

An error nmessage pops up: | NSUFFI Cl ENT FUNDS.

KARL (O S.)
No story, no paycheck, Ellie.
That’s how it works.

She cl oses her web browser, opens a fol der | abeled DOM

ELLIE
You know I’ m good for it.

KARL (O S.)

The only thing I know is that
Huf fi ngton Post is kicking our ass.

She sorts through pics of the athletic man in the fol der.
KARL (O S.)
We need sonet hing big, and soon, or
nobody gets paid.
She hovers over a video naned PRI VATE

KARL (O S.)
You hear what |’m saying, Ellie?

Ellie opens the video file. Light flickers across her face.
ELLI E
Loud and clear, Karl. You'll get
your story. Tonight.

She touches her headset, ending the call

I NT. GYM - DAY

DOM ALROCSA (early 30's), the man fromEllie s pictures,
fights a man nearly twice his size. H’s loving it.

Dom sweeps his opponent’s |legs, takes himto the mat, | ocks

an arm bar. Hi s opponent pounds on the mat, taps out. Dom
hops to his feet, hel ps his opponent stand.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

DOM
Good mmt ch, Franki e.

FRANKI E (early 30’s) nods, working his shoul der.

VIRAL (OS.)
Dom Lunch!

VIRAL (late 50's), suit and tie, gabs into his smartphone,
He waves for Domto join him Dom pats Frankie on the
shoul der, jogs to join Virgil.

A BANNER hangs over the door. It reads "ALROCSA VS
M LLOVI CH, WAFC 77, M DDLEWEI GHT CHAMPI ONSHI P BOUT" .

EXT. CTY SIDEWALK - DAY
Dom and Virgil strut side-by-side, against the flow

VI RG L
Tell me you' re ready.

DOM
|’ mready, Virgil

VI RG L
Good. Cause if you're not, |11
ki ck your ass.

Fam liar banter. Neither Domnor Virgil notices the smrks
and snickers fromthe people they pass on the sidewal k.

VI RG L
Vegas has MIlovich as a three to
one favorite. He' s been braggi ng
that he's stronger, faster-

DOM
Doesn’t matter. It’s not about
nmuscle. It’s about what’'s up here.

Dom taps his tenple.

DOM
|”ve got ny head right. He's gonna
take one |l ook into these eyes, and
he’ s gonna be terrified.

Joki ngly, Dom stares down a nearby pair of TEENAGE BOYS
They LAUGH IN HI S FACE, snap a pic, nove on.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

VI RA L
Terrified, huh?

ELLIE (O S.)
They probably saw your video.

Domturns, finds hinself face-to-face with Ellie.

DOM
Ellie?

Ellie’ s caneraman, JEFF (md 20’s), stands by her, rolling.
ELLI E
Care to coment on the clip that’s
the talk of the web today?

DOM
You didn't...

VI RG L
VWhat clip?

| NT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY

Ellie fires up her laptop as Domand Virgil | ook on.
VI RA L
(to Dom

| thought you two were through.
Dom grimaces. Ellie clicks PLAY.

A younger Domfills the screen. He's wearing JED ROBES,
hol ding a the TOYS "R' US LI GHTSABER

YOUNG DOM (V. Q)
"1l never join the dark side!

VIRA L
(relieved)
Christ, Dom | thought you nade a
sex tape or sonething.

Young Dom | ashes out with his [ightsaber. He trips, flails,
falls. It’s enbarrassing, difficult to watch.

VI RG L
| take it back. This is worse.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

DOM
(to Ellie)
| thought you deleted this after-

ELLIE
A good reporter never passes up an
opportunity for a story.

DOM
How s this a story?

ELLI E
A hugely popul ar WAFC fighter is
really a closet Star Trek geek?

DOV
Wars. Star Wars.

Young Dom cuts down i magi nary opponents on screen.

DOM
| can’t believe you did this.

ELLI E
A girl’s gotta get paid.

Ellie notions for Jeff to start rolling again.

ELLIE
Ready for that statenent?

Dom knocks over the table. Ellie s laptop FLIES through the
air, hits Jeff in the head, knocks himto the ground.

DOV
How s that for a statenent?

Dom storns off, Virgil close behind.

I NT. HOLLYWOOD | NSI DER HQ - DAY

Ellie makes her way to Karl’'s office. Karl sits at his desk,
his phone to his ear. He brightens at her entrance.

KARL
Elliel Cose the door.

Ellie obeys. Wien she turns around, Karl waps her in a BEAR
HUG.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

ELLIE
Uh, hi?

Kar|l steps back, picks up a CHECK, hands it to Ellie.

KARL
This, ny dear, is all yours.

Ellie does a doubl e-take when she sees the anmount.

ELLIE
You’ re ki ddi ng.

KARL
Your little video is a gold m ne.
W’ ve had nore hits today than we
had in the last nmonth. Qur ad
revenue is through the roof.

ELLIE

(gquilty)
G eat.

KARL
| need you to stay on this WAFC
fighter. W need to mlk this cash
cow for all it’s worth.

ELLI E
Trust nme, we’'re not going to find
anything el se on him

KARL
Then nmake sonething up. He's our
gol den ticket.
Ellie wants to protest, but doesn't.

ELLI E
Under st ood.
| NT. FANCY RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Ellie sits alone at a table for two. She watches a YOUNG
COUPLE in love at a nearby table, |aughing, holding hands.

Dom enters. Ellie catches his eye, waves for himto cone
over. Dom noves toward her with hesitation.

DOM
VWhat's this about, Ellie?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

ELLIE
Peace of fering.

Ellie gestures for Domto have a seat. Dom scans the
restaurant, an animal sensing a trap.

ELLI E
Come on, Dom You don’t trust nme?

He throws her a | ook.

ELLIE
Fai r enough. Stupid question.

She gestures again. Domsits. They share an awkward sil ence.

ELLIE
Dom I'msorry. | had no right-

DOM
Damm strai ght you had no right.

ELLI E
| needed the noney.

DOM
You coul d have asked.

ELLIE
To post the video?

DOM
For noney.

ELLI E
It’s not that sinple.

DOM
It never was.

ELLI E
No, Dom |t never was.

The WAI TER arri ves.

WAl TER
Can | get you sonething to drink?

Ellie and Dom stare daggers at each other. Neither one
acknow edges the waiter.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

WAl TER
[’Il cone back | ater.

He drifts away.

ELLI E
| still don’t get what your thing
is wth Star Trek-

DOM
Wars, Ellie. Star Wars. Chri st!

She shrugs off the correction.

DOM
You don’t get it because you never
had to fight for what you wanted.
You never had to stare down
sonet hi ng bi gger than you and
convi nce yourself that you were
going to conme out on top

ELLI E
You don’t know a thing about ne.

DOM
| know everyt hi ng about you.

ELLI E
Real | y? You think so?

DOM
| know that you fall asleep hugging
your pillow because you re afraid
to sleep alone. | know that it’'s
nore inportant to you that people
know your nane than it is for you
to get paid.

Domleans in. Ellie can’'t | ook away.
DOM
| know that you feel like shit for
what you did to ne.
She’ s speechl ess. He | eans in closer.

DOM
And | know that you still |ove ne.

Ellie catches Jeff staring at them from across the
restaurant. She snaps to, shakes her head.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

DOM
No?

Ellie snaps her attention back to Dom
ELLI E
(noddi ng)
No. | nean, yes. | nean-
Jeff sees her nod, then WH STLES. All hell breaks | oose.

On cue, half of the restaurant patrons junp up, whip out
LI GHTSABERS. A nock battl e ensues, a JEDI FLASHVOB.

Domi s eyes dart around the restaurant. CAMERAS everywhere he
turns. The Jedi nearest himstarts chanting his nane. The
other Jedi join in, punping their lightsabers in the air.

Dom stands, facing Ellie.

DOM
| take it back, Ellie. You're
right. I don’t know you at all.

Dom turns his back, wal ks away.

I NT. HOLLYWOOD | NSI DER HQ - DAY

Ellie watches over Jeff’s shoulder as he edits the footage
fromthe restaurant. He | aughs to hinself.

CAMERAVAN
This is brilliant. Truly. You ve
out done yourself this tine, Ellie.

ELLI E
Yeah.

She pulls Domi s nunber up on her phone but stops short of
calling him Instead, she pulls up a web browser and Googl es
"com ¢ book shop." She flips to Google Maps.

ELLI E
| " m headi ng out. Lock up behind ne.

She | eaves unnoticed. Jeff is too busy laughing at the | ook
on Domis face as the |ightsabers cone out.



| NT. COM C BOCOK SHOP - DAY

A BELL RINGS as Ellie enters. Al conversation stops. A
DOZEN GEEKS AND NERDS stare at her in disbelief.

Then t he VWH SPERS start.

GEEK #1
Agirl...

NERD #1
|s she even allowed in here?

GEEK #2
Kitty Pryde, only ol der

They murmur as Ellie beelines to the counter. The CLERK
(late 30°s) doesn’t |ook up, keeps reading his comc.

CLERK
Next door.

ELLI E
Excuse me?

CLERK
You’ re | ooking for the Chinese
pl ace is next door. This is a comc

shop.

ELLI E
| know it’s a comc shop, you
little twerp. 1’ m here because |

need you to teach nme everything you
know about Star Wars.

SILENCE. The nurnuring stops. The cl erk | ooks up.

CLERK
Real | y? But... why?

ELLI E
That’s nmy busi ness. Now are you and
your little nerdlings going to help
me or not?

Every nerd and geek in the shop RUSHES toward her.
MONTAGE
They regale Ellie with Star Wars know edge.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

Ceeks stage nock battles, sone life-size, sonme with
m niatures. Nerds mmc Artoo and Threepi o. The clerk shows
off his collection of Star Wrs VHS tapes and DVD s.

Ellie s skepticismyields to appreciation. Their
passion, their excitenent. She’s begi nning to understand.

The cl erk di sappears behind the counter, reappears with a
NONDESCRI PT BOX. He pushes the box to Ellie. She opens it,
stares at the contents in disbelief.

Ellie exchanges a | ook with the expectant clerk. She sniles,
nods. Appl ause erupts fromthe geek-nerd contingent.

END MONTAGE

I NT. ELLIE S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Ellie paces around her apartnent, tries to call Dom The box
fromthe comc shop lies on her bed.

DOM (V. Q)
| " m busy. Leave a nessage.

She hangs up as the voicemail greeting beeps.

I NT. GYM - N GHT

Dom beats the hell out of a heavy bag. Virgil watches him
fromthe shadows. Domi s smartphone buzzes on the bench.

Dom steps away fromthe bag, catches his breath. H s eyes
drift fromthe phone to the banner on the wall.

He returns to the heavy bag, frustrated and angry.

I NT. ELLIE S APARTMENT - DAY
El i e neanders around, nursing her norning coffee.

She sits at the kitchen table, opens her battered | aptop.
The Jedi flashnob video is online, tons of hits.

She pauses the video on her face. So guilty.

ELLI E
Way to kick himwhile he’ s down.

She closes the laptop lid, picks up her phone, dials.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

ELLI E
Jeff? | need you and your canera
toni ght. W’ ve got one nore video
to shoot.

Ellie's eyes drift to her bedroom to the BOX on her bed.

| NT. DRESSI NG ROOM - NI GHT
Domsits in a chair, head hung low. Virgil stands by him

VI RG L
You up for this?

DOM
Does it matter?

VI RG L
You walk in there with that
attitude, you' re gonna get your ass
handed to you.

Domfiddles with the tape on his wists.

VI RG L
It’s just a stupid video.

DOM
It’s not the video.

VI RG L
For get her.

DOM
Not |ikely.

Dom st ands, starts toward the door.
DOM
So you gonna cone see nme get ny ass
ki cked or what?
| NT. ARENA - NI GHT

Dom energes to a ROARI NG CROAD brandi shi ng TOY LI GHTSABERS
He shuffles to the ring, ready for this fight to be over.

Inside the ring, MLLOVICH (md 30'd) stands tall
confident. He sneers as Dom enters.

Dom eyes the crowd as the ref starts the fight. The first
PUNCH catches himtotally off guard, sends hi m SPRAW.I NG

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 12.

M1l ovich presses the attack, and Domis instincts take over.
Dom keeps M Il ovich at bay, but he takes a beating.

The BELL RINGS. Dom linps back to his corner, head hung | ow.
The jeers of the crowd yield to CATCALLS.

ELLIE (O S.)
Settl e down, you bunch of prinates.

Dom JERKS hi s head up, shocked.

Ellie stands in the center of the ring, clutching the mc.
She’s wearing a SLAVE LEI A COSTUME from Return of the Jedi

She smles at Dom then addresses the crowd. Jeff catches
every second on canera.

ELLI E
Earlier this week, | posted a video
online. You nmay have seen it.

The crowd ROARS, brandishing their |ightsabers.

ELLI E
And woul d you be courageous enough
to face a crowd of haters if | had
posted a video about you?

A hush falls over the crowd. Ellie's | ooks at Dom

ELLI E
What you're forgetting is that the
boy in that video turned into the
man you paid to see fight here
tonight. Still, no matter how badly
the odds are stacked agai nst him
Domrefuses to give in, refuses to
quit. (beat) | posted a video of
soneone stronger than you or
coul d ever hope to be.

Sil ence. Then, THUNDERI NG APPLAUSE. Ellie wal ks to Dom
grabs him plants a HUGE KISS on his lips.

ELLI E
For | uck.
The bell rings, signaling round two. Dom grins, then LUNGES
into the fight, a tiger unleashed.

When Ellie is safely out of the ring, she turns back to
wat ch with pleasure as Dom dom nates his opponent.

FADE OUT



